Tanzer* ohne Grenzen e.V.

Dance as a social and political practice

Organisation Profile

Tanzer* ohne Grenzen e.V. is a transdisciplinary arts organisation dedicated to participatory
performance practices and socially engaged art across Europe and beyond.

At the core of its work lies dance as a social and political practice — a means of fostering
dialogue, empowering communities, and engaging with pressing societal issues.

The organisation develops collaborative artistic formats that address key societal
challenges such as:

- inclusion
- diversity
- social cohesion

- access to culture

By engaging communities directly in the creative process, it promotes cultural democracy and
active citizenship.

Its projects connect artists, communities, and institutions through:

- co-creation as a central methodology
- international mobility and knowledge exchange

- inclusive and intergenerational artistic practices

Working across borders, Tanzer* ohne Grenzen e.V. contributes to cultural dialogue and
strengthens transnational networks.



Artistic Approach

Tanzer* ohne Grenzen e.V. works with participatory methodologies that place the body at the
centre of artistic and social processes.

Dance is understood as a collective and political language that enables communication
beyond verbal and cultural boundaries.

The organisation’s practice connects choreography, performance, and civic engagement,
creating spaces where artistic creation and social processes intersect.

Co-creation is a core principle of all projects, bringing together professional artists and
participants in shared artistic processes.

Key elements include:

- co-creation across professional and non-professional contexts
- interdisciplinary collaboration
- site-specific and context-responsive work

- long-term engagement and structural development with communities




GLOBAL WATER DANCES &
TRANSCONTINENTAL PROJECTS

Format: International network & participatory performances
Timeframe: Since 2021 — ongoing

Tanzer* ohne Grenzen e.V. is an active contributor to the international Global Water Dances
movement, supporting up to 20 projects within the biennial global festival addressing water as
a resource, a right, and a lived reality.

Current project:
The Water Between Us — Accra / Berlin (2025-2026)

A transnational project on water and justice exploring access to water as a social, political,
spiritual, and embodied experience.

Artists from Ghana and Germany collaborate on movement-based material rooted in lived
realities.

Public performances in urban spaces engage local audiences directly.

The project continues in Berlin in May — June 2026, focusing on translation between different
social contexts and shared experience.

Cooperation with:
Street Child Empowerment Foundation, Accra, Ghana

Funding:
Federal Foreign Office of Germany / Engagement Global
Link: Trailer



https://www.instagram.com/p/DOY_PT4DChk/

| AM SLOWLY LEAVING THE WORLD

Format: Dance film & workshop format
Location: Berlin
Timeframe: 2025-ongoing

The dance film project “I Am Slowly Leaving the World” tells the moving life story of 97-year-
old Hildegard — a journey through nearly a century of social transformation and personal
memory.

The project combines film screenings with interactive workshops, creating intergenerational
spaces for dialogue and exchange.

Participants explore questions of human existence across time through discussion, reflection,
and movement.

Funding:
Stiftung Berliner Sparkasse

Link: Trailer



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJTA0Zm-Yyk

LANDPARTIE — WHAT WE SHARE

Format: Site-specific transborder dance project
Location: Germany / Poland
Timeframe: 2025

A participatory and inclusive site-specific dance project in the German-Polish border region
exploring sharing as a social and political practice.

The project unfolds as a collective journey from Pasewalk to Szczecin, combining
choreographic interventions, shared movement, and a public procession.

The final performance creates a temporary community and makes collective experience
visible.

Cooperation with:

Schloss Brollin

Contemporary Theatre Szczecin

Eigenklang Kollektiv

Funding:
Fonds Soziokultur, Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and Media
Metropolregion Stettin Fund

Link: Trailer



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mypVTXboAjg&t=37s

DAS FEST - Dance on the Plateau

Format: Participatory dance theatre projects
Location: Germany / Poland
Timeframe: 2022-2025

A series of large-scale participatory projects bringing together several hundred participants
across borders, generations, and social contexts.

The projects centre on a shared table as a performative structure — a space of encounter,
exchange, and collective storytelling.

Funding:

Kulturstiftung des Bundes (TRAFO), Kulturlandbiro
Schloss Brdllin e.V.,

Metropolregion Stettin

Link: Trailer



https://www.instagram.com/p/C92t-k0MlaN/

EMBODIED RESTLESSNESS

Format: Choreographic film series
Location: Berlin
Timeframe: 2024

A series of three choreographic short films inspired by Donna Haraway’s Staying with the
Trouble: Making Kin in the Chthulucene (2016).

The films engage with states of unrest and transformation, unfolding reflections on
“‘UnRuhe(n)” as both disturbance and productive tension.

Through participatory methods, they explore embodied ways of understanding and invite
processes of self-expression and agency.

Funding:
Berliner Landeszentrale fur politische Bildung
Link: Shortfilms



https://gemeinestadt.net/verkoerperte-unruhen/

LICHTBLICKE (Moments of Light)

Format: Inclusive dance theatre & film project
Location: Berlin
Timeframe: 2023-2024

An inclusive project involving people with and without dementia, combining dance, theatre,
and film, exploring intergenerational perspectives on the future and developing positive
narratives of collective futures.

Funding:
Stiftung Berliner Sparkasse




GLEICH IM GEWICHT (Balancing Act)

Format: Participatory educational project
Location: Halle (Saale), Germany
Timeframe: 2022

A participatory project developed as an intensive workshop format for students and young
participants, exploring balance as a physical, emotional, and social condition.

Through movement, discussion, and artistic experimentation, participants investigate concepts
such as symmetry, instability, and harmony.

The process combines dance, spatial exploration, and object-based work, making the fragility
and dynamics of balance physically and collectively experienceable.

Cooperation with:
Developed as part of a long term cooperation with Blrgerstiftung Halle (Saale)
since 2012 — ongoing

Funding:
“Kultur macht stark” — Federal Ministry of Education and Research




EINE STADT TANZT / DIVA - A City Dances

Format: Large-scale participatory projects
Location: Halle (Saale), Germany
Timeframe: 2017-2021

A series of large-scale participatory productions involving over one hundred participants per
project.

Over several years, a sustainable collaboration between independent artistic practice and civil
society was developed, creating long-term structures and reshaping perceptions of
participation and authorship.

Cooperation with:
Developed as part of a long term cooperation with Birgerstiftung Halle (Saale)
since 2012 — ongoing

Funding:
Beisheim Stiftung




PROJECTION INTO THE VOID

Format: Public space video & performance project
Location: Germany
Timeframe: 2021

A participatory project in which young people developed artistic responses to social issues in
public spaces.

Funding:
Fonds Soziokultur, Neustart Kultur, Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and Media




NEIGHBORHOOD IN EUROPE
Shaping Cohesion - Nomadic Laboratory

Format: Transcultural performance & research project
Location: Europe

Timeframe: 2016-2022

Part of the cooperation within Stiftung Schloss Genshagen

A transdisciplinary research project focused on intercultural exchange, bringing together
diverse European perspectives and ideas for future forms of social coexistence.

Through artistic collaboration, dialogue, and shared practice, the project creates spaces for
negotiating social relations and collective imaginaries across cultural contexts.

Cooperation with:

teatrodellargine, International Elias Canetti Society

Pionirski Dom, Héléne Steinmetz / University of Le Havre (France)
Laurynas Vaiciunas (Poland)

Elifcan Karacan / TU Berlin (Germany)

Alberto Lasso / Suggenova Festival (ltaly)

Funding:

OFAJ / DFJW, Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and Media
Fondation Hippocrene

Link: Video-documentation



https://www.stiftung-genshagen.de/media-center/?tx_wwt3list_filelist%5Baction%5D=index&tx_wwt3list_filelist%5Bcontroller%5D=Filelist&cHash=742de857250a8725589adc150e8b561e#filtersSubmitted

Contact

Tanzer* ohne Grenzen e.V.
Lichtenrader Strasse 18
12049 Berlin, Germany
Tel.: +49 30 66 77 44 18

Tel.: +49177 2045019

Links: Instagram
Website



https://www.instagram.com/taenzer._ohne._grenzen/
https://www.taenzerohnegrenzen.de

